OCTOBER 2011

“Making Music Makes You Smarter”

It’s great to hear and see many students from last year, and to welcome many new students as well.  We know that learning and playing music helps students in school and in life – congratulations on choosing an activity that will bring lifelong benefits!  
==========================================
$$  - STATEMENTS ENCLOSED  - $$

The enclosed statement reflects your balance as of Sept. 30.   Fall Session payments are due now. Thanks.
===================================
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NEW DRUM TEACHER!!! 
Keynote welcomes Mr. Adam LeGrave who will teach drums and a variety of percussion.  
· Graduate of Pulaski HS

· Seven years’ experience teaching private lessons and coaching marching percussion

· Currently UWGB Pep band student director

· Currently Pulaski HS drum line instructor

· 5th year music major at UWGB

· Will receive BA in Music 2012

He teaches all levels and ages on:

Drum set: all styles


Concert percussion: mallet, snare drum


World percussion: congas, frame drum, others

(   Lessons available on Saturdays, beginning Oct. 8!  Call now or share this info with others!
♫   OTHER NOTES   ♫  

PIANO TUNING:  If you own an acoustic (regular) piano, it should be tuned once a year.  If you would like to be on the list for a piano tuner, please email or call and we will contact Jeff Arnold, who tunes our pianos. Keyboards & digital pianos do not need to be tuned.

PIANO THEORY: website vs. written books

We have decided to discontinue the Music Learning Community website as of October.  While it was a wonderful online program for music theory for those who signed up for it, the piano teachers found that their students were not completing these assignments.  Learning music theory is a valuable part of music study, so teachers will be adding theory workbooks to their students’ assignments this year instead. 
CALENDAR:   Each student should have received a new calendar for the front of their binder.  Please put the dates for lesson weeks and concerts on your calendar.  


Group Make-Up Lessons!

We now have the complete schedule for Group Make-Up lessons ready.  A list is enclosed with this newsletter.  Details with class description, age & level are available in the office.  A sign-up book is at the front desk.  

Any student who misses a private lesson is invited to make it up by signing up with ANY teacher, ANY date, ANY topic which interests them, as long as they fit the appropriate instrument and level.  Each teacher is teaching 2-3 classes during the year.  Call for details!

PRACTICE TIPS FOR PARENTS 
Now that we are “into the swing of things” it’s important to help guide your child’s practice.  Here are a few tips:

· It’s much better to practice five days a week for 20-30 minutes than to try to practice for long stretches for only a couple days.

· Set aside a certain time of day for practice and make it part of your child’s routine, just like homework. Just make sure they are not tired or hungry, and don’t use practice as a punishment – it should be enjoyable! Let your child find a time they like to practice.

· Some children do better practicing twice a day, in smaller time segments. This is fine.

· For younger children, sit with them and review their assignment the day after their lesson so they remember what to do. Even if you don’t read music, the teacher will have given a written practice assignment.

· Compliment, encourage, comment – students need to know you are interested in (and value) what they are learning, and that they are making progress.  Unlike many things in a child’s life, making music is a long process which requires patience and repetition to master. Remind your child that some weeks will be easier than others.
· Talk to your child’s teacher for his/her guidelines and 

expectations for practice.  You are always welcome to visit 

and observe lessons.
FOR MORE IDEAS:  See The Piano Student’s Guide to Effective Practicing and The Parent’s Guide to Effective Practicing.  Both contain helpful specific suggestions for ALL instruments, not just piano.  These large brochures are available for purchase at the Keynote front desk.   

~~~~~ Mrs. Grys, Director

